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crated to the worship of the one supreme God; and
then selecting the most solemn expressions by which
the Christian Church approaches the Lord of heaven
and earth, our Father, our Saviour, our Sanctifier:
employing too the very words of her most solemn form
of belief in the ever-blessed Trinity, and substituting
Mary's name for the God of Christians. On the words,
"By thy right of mother command thy Son," beyond
the assertion of the fact that there they are to this day,
I wish to add nothing, because the very denial of their
existence often repeated shows, that many Roman
Catholics themselves regard them as objectionable.

But, if such a man as Bonaventura, one of the most
learned and celebrated men of his age, could be tempted
by the views cherished by the Church of Rome, to in-
dulge in such language, what can be fairly expected
of the large mass of persons who find that language
published to the world with the highest sanction which
their religion can give, as the work of a man whom the
Almighty declared when on earth, by miracles, to be
a chosen vessel, and to be under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit; and of whom they are taught by the infal-
lible testimony1 of his canonization, that he is now
reigning with Christ in heaven, and is himself the lawful
and appointed object of religious invocation. I pro-
fess to you that I see noway by which Christians can hold
and encourage this doctrine of the Invocation of Saints,
without at the same time countenancing and cherishing
what, were I to join in such invocation, would stain
my soul with the guilt of idolatry. If the doctrine
were confessedly Scriptural, come what would come,
our duty would be to maintain it at all hazards,

1 Bellarmin, in his Church Triumphant, maintains that in the act
of Canonization, the Chmxh is. infallible. Vol. ii. p. 871.